
Fall Bulbs 
Plant now for a colorful 

display in the spring



Flowering Bulbs
Easy to grow in the right conditions.
Plant in well drained soil, after last frost when soil is 40° to 50°
6-8 weeks prior to the ground freezing.  
Sunny spot, 6 hours or more of sunlight.
Rich fertile soil. Do not put fertilizer in hole, top dress after foliage 
begins. 
Plant at proper depth and spacing (follow package 
recommendations).
If necessary store the bulbs in a cool dry place.  
Leave bulbs in their bags and store in the refrigerator.  
Do not store near fruit.  The gas given off by fruit can damage or 
kill the flower inside the bulb.  
Bulbs that are not planted will not survive.



Tulips
Most tulips are not true perennials.  
Giant Darwin hybrid tulips are the most 
reliable group.  They are a cross between 
single late and early emperor. 
These are among the best for naturalizing.   
They can provide big showy flowers with the 
classic tulip shape. 
Blooms for up to 5 years.



Banja Luka Tulip
Giant Darwin Hybrid
Growing to a height 
of 20-28 inches tall 
Blooming in mid to 

late spring   



Ivory Floradale
Darwin hybrid

Blooms mid spring
19-24” zone 3

Huge ivory-yellow 
flowers 



Blushing Beauty
Single late tulip
28-30” zone 2
Showy in back 
border behind 
shorter flowers



Purple Pride
Early Darwin hybrid

20-24” zone 3
Large lilac blooms 

in early spring



Crocus
These hardy early perennials push up through the snow 
giving off a sweet perfume that attracts bees as early as 
February and March.  They naturalize and spread 
coming back year after year with minimum care.  
Standing 2-4 inches tall and giving early color against a 
bleak winter landscape. Crocus bulbs in the ground will 
always bloom earlier than bulbs planted the year 
before.  
When naturalizing in the grass the lawn cannot be 
mowed until 6 weeks after the crocus have bloomed. If 
mowed earlier they will not bloom the following year.



Blue Pearl Pickwick

Blue Pearl- One of the best spring flowering crocus 
with a delicate fragrance.
Pickwick- Giant Dutch Crocus, vigorous, long lived and 
great for naturalizing. 



Jeanne D’ArcFlower Record

Flower Record- Giant Dutch bloom for about 3 weeks 
in the spring.
Jeanne D’Arc- Giant Dutch 4-6” tall with a purple 
tinged base and elegant shape.  



Daffodils
Daffodils prefer conditions like tulips and crocus.
Well drained, sunny spot.
Plant at least 4-5” deep and 3-5 inches apart.
Wait until the soil temperature is 55°or cooler.  This happens 
when the overnight temperature averages 50° or cooler for about 
two weeks. 
Top dress with a low or no nitrogen fertilizer after foliage appears-
5-10-10 or 0-10-10, 0-0-50.
Daffodils need lots of water while they are growing. Water 
immediately after planting.  Continue watering for three weeks or 
so after blooming time; then stop watering. The next year flower 
is forming now.   
Leave in ground for 3-5 years.  If they do not bloom the first year 
move them to a new location. 
Do not cut foliage until it begins to yellow.



Dutch Master

Narcissus or Daffodil

Trumpet Mix 



Globemaster Giganteum

Allium





Growing cycle of a bulb











Growing Bulbs in Containers



Bulbs in containers
Any type of container with a drainage hole will work. 
Use a potting soil rather than a garden soil.  
Be sure to have at least 2” of soil under the bulbs for root 
growth.
Place bulbs close together; no more than an inch apart. 
Stagger bulbs as you layer them with the largest bulbs in the 
bottom. 
Example- daffodils, tulips, hyacinth, crocus, muscari
Water well after planting. The roots will begin developing.
If you want to leave your bulbs outside all winter long select a 
container at least 24” in diameter.  If you choose a smaller pot 
or a material like terra-cotta that needs protection, store in a 
garage or shed.  Indoors and basements are too warm for 
them to develop properly.  Outdoors place against the house 
with straw insulation or dig a hole, sink pot and blanket with 
straw.





Formal Planting



Naturalized planting



Several types and varieties of bulbs are available
Snake head or checkered lily
Dwarf Iris
Muscari
Chiondoxa luciliae
Galanthus

Game changers
Bulb planting tool
Soil thermometer
Kneeling pad
Trowel
Garden fork
Ax or sod cutter (for planting crocus in grass)


