
Cleaning up, cutting down, dividing and mulching.





Time to get it cleaned up and put to bed for winter

After most of the leaves have fallen and the first frost has 
happened it’s time to cut back, rake up and mulch.

Cut back any old blooms and dead or damaged foliage.
Leave some of the blooms for the birds. Sunflowers, Cone flower 
and Black Eyed Susan are just a few.

Clean up around each plant and decide if it should be 
moved or divided.  Look for mold, fungus or bug eggs.

If it should be cut back, cut and dispose of the foliage.
If it should NOT be cut back clean up by trimming any 
old blooms or seed heads.

Mulch around plants with straw.  Do not use leaves as 
they can be covered with eggs from leaf minors or 
aphids.



What Should I Cut Back?
Peonies
Iris Lilyleaf ladybell
Hosta Masterwort
Daylilies Meadow rue
Beebalm Mountain bluet
Blanket flower Painted daisy
Catmint Penstemon
Columbine Phlox
Golden Marguerite Plume poppy
Ground clematis Salvia
Hollyhock mallow Siberian bugloss
Japanese anemone Solomon’s seal
Ligularia Veronica Speedwell

False indigo Yarrow





What is Best Not Cut Down
•Leave some of your garden perennials to feed the 
birds that stay for winter
•Most perennials can be left to add interest and 
winter habitat for birds.
•Anything left should be cut down in spring before 
new growth begins.
•Prune roses in spring
• Evergreen perennials should not be cut back 

•Bergenia, Astilbe, Thrift, Rockcress, Foxglove, 
Primrose, Globe Thistle, Artemisia, Wild 
Ginger, Blanket Flower, Coral Bells, Most 
Biennials.



Dividing Perennials
Divide perennials in the fall 4-6 weeks 
before the ground freezes.  This gives 
the roots a chance to become 
established.
•Plan to divide a day or two after a good 
rain or watering.
•Use a garden fork around the drip line. 
•Pick up your plant cluster, put on a 
tarp.  Break up or cut up clusters or 
individual plants.
•Clean up any loose roots or damaged 
leafs.
•Replant at the same depth as original 
plant.







Dividing bulbs how to…
A long narrow shovel is best for lifting bulbs to divide.

Lift carefully and place on a tarp or cardboard.

Carefully clean away soil.  Use the stems to find each bulb.

Separate each bulb, be careful as the roots may be tangled.

Cleanup any damaged roots or bulblets.  Lilies can be started 

from the scales or bulblets by putting them in a bag of moist soil until 
they begin growing.  Once they are growing just pot them and plant in 
the spring.

Replant the bulbs in groups of 3 for naturalization.  



Dividing Bulbs
Lilies, Daffodils, 





Time to Mulch with a blanket of straw
Mulching with straw allows air circulation.
Pin down bird netting then straw over top.  In the spring 
lay down a tarp, lift the bird netting and flip the straw 
onto the tarp for easy cleanup.  

When straw comes off in spring there can be green 
foliage already growing.


