
Growing Seed Potatoes

Easy and fun ways to grow your 
own fresh delicious potatoes.



Potatoes can be grown in
Containers

Or

Garden Beds



Supplies For Growing in Containers

• Choose a certified Alaskan Seed Potato
• Containers for planting
• Soil for the containers
• Arctic Gro Potato fertilizer



Growing in containers
Easy, Convenient, Doesn’t take up garden space

The right container needs to be at least 
12” deep and have good drainage



Big Bag Bed 
Reusable raised bed

A great way to have a temporary garden.



For an earlier harvest you can use chitting 
a method of sprouting your seed potatoes

This step is not necessary though it gives you a head start. 
2-3 weeks before planting set in a sunny window until the eyes 

have sprouted to about an inch tall.



Seed potatoes can be cut to create more seed potato
This step is not necessary.  Whole potatoes do great!

If you choose to cut the potato be sure to have 1-2 “eyes” on 
each piece.

Keep your tool clean as you are cutting the potato so not to 
spread any bacteria from potato to potato

Let the cut dry or “scab over” for 24 hours before planting.



Potatoes need a lot of nutrients in order to produce a sizable 
yield. 

Start with 4-5 inches of soil or compost in the bottom of a 
container.  

Mix in potato fertilizer, about half a cup, in the soil before 
placing potatoes. Do not place potatoes directly on top of 

fertilizer, turn it into the soil.



Ready to Plant
Roll the bag down to allow sunlight to heat he soil

Place 3-5 potatoes spread evenly
Add 4 inches of soil over the top and water enough 

to moisten but not wet
Do not water again until foliage shows



Mounding or adding soil
When the plants grow to 3-4” tall  add more soil to 

cover half of each plant. 
As the plants continue to grow every 3-4”keep 

adding soil and rolling up the bag until the soil is 
near the top of the bag. 

This encourages the tuber to send out more root 
creating more potatoes.  



Growing Potatoes In A Garden Bed
Planting can be done before the last frost, late April. 

Plant as soon as you can work the soil as long as it is not too 
wet.

Plant 4-5” deep, add  potato fertilizer to the soil you will be 
covering the potatoes with and mix well.

As the plants grow add or mound soil around the plants to 
encourage more root therefore more potatoes.  The last 

mounding should be done before the plants bloom.



Caring For Potatoes
Be sure that  the potatoes near the surface are covered with 

enough soil.  Potatoes exposed to sunlight will turn green.
Cultivate around the plants to prevent weeds that will compete 

with your small plants.
Fertilize beginning two weeks after planting then every 3-4 

weeks. Stop fertilizing two weeks before harvest. 
Water enough to keep moist but not wet.





Time To Harvest

Seed       Sprout    Add soil Flowering          New potatoes   Harvest

About 2-3 weeks after plants stop flowering you can reach 
into the top of your mound to gather some new potatoes. 
Pull out a few potatoes to eat within a day or two. 

Mature potatoes with a firm hardened skin will be ready 
after foliage begins to die back at the end of the season.



Harvest Tips
•The foliage will begin to die back in late August or September.
•2-3 weeks after foliage begins to yellow cut it close to the ground.
•You can leave the potatoes in the ground for a week or two for the skin to 
thicken.  This is not necessary, if you are anxious you can harvest now.
•If the soil is wet harvest earlier to prevent rot.
•Dig up on a dry day, careful not to damage the potatoes.  Any damaged or 
bruised potatoes should be used right away.
•Let the potatoes cure, spread them out onto news paper or cardboard. 
•After curing, about 2 weeks, brush off as much soil as possible and store 
between 45° to 60° Not in the refrigerator.
•Do not wash your potatoes until ready to use.  
•Enjoy your bounty!


